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PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL FOR NEW APPLICATION 
UNDER 37 CJ.R S 1.102 AND M.P.E.P. S 708.02fVim 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.102 and M.P.E.P. § 708.02(VIII) f Applicants hereby petition to 
make the present Application special in order to advance its examination in the Patent and 
Trademark Office. A check for payment of the fee of $130 under 37 CF.R. § 1.17(i) is enclosed. 
Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 1-1410. 

The claims of the Application are believed to be directed to a single invention. However, 
if a restriction requirement is deemed necessary, Applicants respectfully request that prompt 
telephone notice be given to Applicants* undersigned counsel, at which time Applicants will 
make an election without traverse, A pre-examination search was conducted in the following 
classes and subclasses: 152/151, 345.1, 375, 378R, 378W, 379.4, 379.5, 380, 381.3, 381.4, 382, 
394, 397.5, 411, 454, 456, 523, 544, DIG. 6, DIG. 7, DIG. 9, DIG. 12, DIG. 15, DIG. 17, 
DIG. 18, DIG. 20; 301/8. 5.1, 5.23, 35.1, 36.3, 37.1, 37.22, 37.23, 37.27, 37.28, 37.33, 37.36, 
37.43, 39.1, 40.3, 40.5, 40.6, 52, 63.1, 65, 67. 95, 96, 97; DI2/134, 135, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 
210, 213; and D21/563. Applicants submit with this Petition a copy of each reference deemed 
most closely related to the subject matter encompassed by the claims. 
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DISCUSSION OF THE REFERENCES 

The following discussion of the references points out certain differences between each of 
the independent claims and the references. There are additional differences not expressly 
mentioned herein- Applicants have not specifically referred to the dependent claims because 
each dependent claim includes all of the limitations of its associated independent claim. Thus, 
the described differences between the prior art and an independent claim also apply to those 
claims that depend from it. 
U.S. Patent No, 1/757,275 To Halteren 

The Halteren patent is directed to a steel "felly" mounted within the barrel of a wheel 
through which the wooden spokes of the wheel pass. The inboard and outboard lips of the wheel 
are approximately the same sue* The inboard lip extends radially outwardly, and the outboard 
lip extends radially inwardly. See Figure 4. The outboard lip has a smooth surface. 
Furthermore, the '275 patent does not disclose a tire. 

Thus, the Halteren patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an inboard tire wall" and "an outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 1; "an outboard 
tire wall, an inboard tire wall," as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall" as recited in 
Claim 31. 

ILS. Patent No. 1,830,879 to Michelin 

The Michelin patent is directed to a train wheel and tire. The outer surfaces of the tire 
walls are curved and smooth. The Michelin patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the 
following limitations of the claims: a substantially horizontal ledge" and a "flange seat being 
configured to receive a wheel flange for creating the appearance of a larger diameter wheel 
mounted within a low-profile tire" as recited in Claim 1; "wherein the width of the flange seat is 
between about one-quarter and about one-half as large as the width of the outboard tire wall, the 
flange seat being configured to receive a flange with an outboard face attached to a wheel 
mounted within the tire without obscuring the outboard face of the flange" as recited in 
Claim 19; and "wherein at least a portion of the outboard tire wall in a region positioned radially 
outwardly from the flange seat extends further in the outboard direction than any portion of the 
tire wall in the flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . 
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U.S. Patent No. 1 -936.877 To La Brie 

The La Brie patent is directed to a wheel with a "prolonged flange" for "reducing the drop 
upon deflation of the tire carried on the rim" and for "provide[ing] a brake drum" on the inboard 
side of the wheel. See column 1, lines 4-27. The outer hp has a smooth surface. Furthermore, 
the La Brie patent discloses a generic tire mounted on the disclosed wheel. The generic tire has 
no structure to accommodate an extended wheel flange. 

Thus, the La Brie patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having a ... flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; and "a flange 
seat formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall 
with a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 
U.S. Patent No . 2.027.739 to Ledwinka 

The Ledwinka patent is directed to a train wheel and tire. The Ledwinka tire does not 
appear to have either inboard or outboard beads as are customary in automotive tires. 
The Ledwinka tire also does not appear to be configured to receive a extended flange. 

Thus, the Ledwinka patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following hmitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having a bead, a wheel protector and a flange seat" as recited in 
Claim 1; "a flange seat formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an 
outboard tire wall with a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . 
1J.S. Patent No. 2.028.702 To Hale 

The Hale patent is directed to a wheel wherein the inboard diameter is larger than the 
outboard diameter to accommodate a "break drum." See column 1, lines 19-27; Figure 2. The 
outer surfaces of the tire wall are smooth. 

Thus, the Hale patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of die 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having a . . . flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; and "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 
TLS. Patent N o. 2.028.707 To Smith 

The Smith patent is directed to a train wheel and tire. The wheel has a large plate entirely 
covering one of the sidewalk of the tire. The tire appears to be conventional. 

The La Brie patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having a ... flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; and "a flange 
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seal formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall 
with a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 
U.S. Patent No. 2.108.329 To Carter 

The Carter patent is directed to a wheel wherein the inboard and outboard lips have 
"substantially different diameters." Column I, lines 50-51. The larger diameter lip is preferably 
towards the vehicle on which the wheel rim is used, that is, on the inside portion of the rim ..." 
See column 1, lines 51-53; Figures 1 and 2. The goal of the wheel is to achieve greater safety 
and a tighter seal. See column 1, line 21- column 3, line 38. The outboard tire wall 18, 18a has 
a smooth surface. See Figures 1 and 2. 

Thus, the Carter patents fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" As recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . 
U.S. Patent No. 2.115.092 To Weinberg 

The Weinberg patent is directed to a wheel with a large-diameter outer flange to prevent 
tire theft. Src column 1, lines 1-5, column 3, lines 61-70. The outer flange has a narrow Up 
formed along the outer diameter of the flange and a smooth undulated outward surface of 
concentric circles of the type described in the background section of the present application. See 
Figure 2 of Weinberg; application at p. 2, & 4. The tire 30 disclosed in the Weinberg patent has 
no structure to accommodate an extended wheel flange. See Figure 1. 

Thus, the Weinberg patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat 9 ' as recited in Claim 3L 
U.S. Patent No. 2.203.774 To Cornelissen 

The Cornelissen patent is directed to a wheel with a non-integral structure bolted to the 
inboard side of the wheel to provide "improved ventilating" for the "breaking mechanism" and to 
support the wheel when the tire is deflated. See column 1, lines 4-24. The tire disclosed by the 
Cornelissen patent has no structure to accommodate an extended wheel flange in outer side walls 
21. See Figs. 2, 3, 5, 8, and 9. 
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Thus, the Comelissen patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations 
of the claims: "an outboard tire wall having a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . 
U.S. Patent No. 2.209.967 To Golod 

The Golod patent is directed to a wheel of a detachable plate on its outboard side. See 
column 3, lines 55-60. A non-integral lateral rim 36 may also be detachably fastened by a series 
of screws to the outer wall of the plate to prevent damage to the remainder of the wheel upon 
impact with the curb- See column 3, lines 61-67. The tires disclosed in the Golod patent are 
conventional, with smooth sides. See Figs. 1 and 3. 

Thus, the Golod patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
foimed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . 
U.S. Patent No- 2.214.023 To Kanra 

The Kaura patent is directed to a tire guard with a smooth outer peripheral surface 
partially covering the tire. The tire disclosed by the Kaura patent is a conventional tire with no 
structure to accommodate an extended wheel flange. 

Thus, the Kaura patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . 
IJ.S. Patent No. 2347.622 To Tschanz 

The Tschanz patent is directed to a wheel wherein "the inner peripheral portion of the tire 
rim [is] of greater diameter than the outer portion so that the drop of the wheel upon deflation of 
the tire is very slight." See column 1, lines 32-35. The outer sidewall of the tire disclosed in the 
Tschanz patent is smooth. See Figure 2, reference numeral 24. 

Thus, the Tschanz patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard lire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 



PAGE 6125 * RCVD AT 1211/2004 3:33:40 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRMI2 ' DNIS:8729306 * CS1D:9497609502 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-24 



-5- 



OI-Dbc-2004 I2:S3pri From-KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON BEAR 



949 7609502 



T-048 P. 007/025 F-756 



Appl. No. 
Filed 



10/829,631 
22 April 2004 



U-S. Patent No. 2.414.825 To Lyon 

The Lyon patent is directed to a cover assembly for a wheel. The cover disclosed in the 



Thus, the Lyon patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . 
U.S. Patent No, 2.444.052 To Lyon 

The Lyon patent is directed to a cover assembly for a wheel. The cover disclosed in the 
Lyon patent is a conventional tire with smooth sidewalls. 

Thus, the Lyon patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 
ILS. Patent No. 2.440.804 To Lvon 

The Lyon patent is directed to a wheel with inner and outer edge portions 16 having 
approximately the same diameter. See Fig. 1. The wheel includes a cover member 29 designed 
to give the impression that the tire (not the wheel) is larger and has white sidewalls. See, e^ 
column 3, lines 57-64. In Figures. 1, 3, and 4, a radially inwardly directed lip obscures the outer 
periphery of the cover member 29. . In Figure 6, the cover member 29 is "cemented or otherwise 
suitable secured to the outer face of the side wall of the tire whereby it is retained in the ppsition 
shown in Figure 6." See column 6, lines 15-19. In Figure 8, the cover member 46 is "molded 
integrally with the tire 1 7." See column 6, line 65. 

Thus, the Lyon patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
cl aims : a l4 flange seat being configured to receive a wheel flange for creating the appearance of a 
larger diameter wheel mounted within a low-profile tire" as recited in Claim 1; a "flange seat 
being configured to receive a flange with an outboard face attached to a wheel mounted within 
the rire without obscuring the outboard face of the flange" as recited in Claim 19; and "a tire for 
enhancing the simulated appearance of a large-diameter wheel mounted within a low-profile tire" 
and as recited in Claim 31. 



Lyon patent is a conventional tire with smooth sidewalls. 
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U.S. Patent No. 2.488.864 To Handy 

The Handy patent is directed to a wheel assembly with a non-integral "shield" that is 
"held in place by a 'split locking ring."' See column 3, lines 67-71. The shield has a small 
curved surface with an upturned outer lip of the type described in the background section of the 
present application. See Figures 1-4 of Handy; application at p. 1-2. The tire disclosed in the 
Handy patent is a conventional tire with smooth sidewalls. 

Thus, the Handy patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tirewall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seaf * as recited in Claim 3 1 . 
ILS. Patent No. 2,553,891 To Bros! ck 

The Brosick patent is directed to a wheel to "reduce the drop upon the fashion of the tire 
on the rim." See column 1, lines 33-34. One side of the rim, shown in the figures as the inboard 
side, has a larger diameter than the :other side. See column 3 f lines 36 - column 4, line 7. The 
outboard lip has a non-integral "removable tire-retaining flange 17 . . Column 2, lines 32-33. 
The tire disclosed in the Brosick patent is a conventional tire with no structure to accommodate 
an extended wheel flange. 

Thus, the Brosick patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 
U.S. Patent No. 2.621,979 To Barnes 

The Barnes patent is directed to a "trim member" inserted between a tire bead and the 
wheel lip that extends along the tire wall to simulate the appearance of white-wall tires. See 
column 1, lines 3-13. The trim member is not part of the wheel and has a smooth surface. The 
trim member is not part of the tire either. The tire disclosed in the Barnes patent is a 
conventional tire with no structure to accommodate an extended wheel flange. 

Thus, the Barnes patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . 

j ' 
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U.S. Patent No, 2,682,431 to Dovberg 

The Dovberg patent is directed to a wheel with one side having a larger diameter than the 
other side. Both sides of the wheels have smooth, curved surfaces. See Figures. 1-4. The tire 
disclosed in the Dovberg patent is a conventional tire with smooth sidewalls. 

Thus, the Dovberg patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31;. 
U.S. Patent No. 2,854,052 To Smith 

The Smith patent is directed to an assembly for a wheel in a solid rubber tire. The inner 
and outer lips of the wheel are approximately the same size. Under overloading conditions, the 
tire may be compressed such that it does not extend beyond the height of the inner and outer hps. 
See, e.g., column 3, lines 19-25; Figure 8. 

Thus, the Smith patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboaid tirewall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1> 
U-S. Patent No. 2,963,326 To Wood 

The Wood patent is directed to "tire trim of the type employed to ornamentally trim the 
sidewalls of black automobile tires to provide a white or other colored sidewall tire effect." See 
column 1, lines 15-1 8. The tire disclosed by the Wood patent is configured to cooperate with the 
ornamental tire trim. See Figures 1 and 2, 

The Wood patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "a substantially horizontal ledge" and a "flange seat being configured to receive a wheel 
flange for creating the appearance of a larger diameter wheel mounted within a low-profile tire" 
as recited in Claim 1; a "flange seat being configured to receive a flange with an outboard face 
attached to a wheel mounted withiri the tire without obscuring the outboard face of the flange" as 
recited in Claim 19; and "wherein at least a portion of the outboard tire wall in a region 
positioned radially outwardly firomtthe flange seat extends further in the outboard direction than 
any portion of the tire wall in the flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . 



PAGE 9/25 * RCVD AT 12/1/2004 3:33:40 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 * CS!D:9497609502 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-24 



Ot-Dac-2004 12:34pm From-KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON BEAR 949 7609502 T-048 P. 010/025 F-756 

Appl. No- : 10/829,631 

Filed ; 22 April 2004 

U.S. Patent No. 3,208.798 To Peters 

The Peters patent is directed to a "safety wheel" with a non-integral complement bolted to 
the inner portion of the central hub; The inboard and outboard "tire bead retaining" flanges are 
approximately the same size. See Figures 4 and 5 (component No. 24 and corresponding 
component on the opposite side). The tire disclosed in the Peters patent is a conventional tire 
with smooth sidewalls. 

Thus, the Peters patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tirewall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1> 
U.S- Patent No. 3,381353 To Lemmerz 

The Lemmerz patent is directed to a method of making a tire rim. The rim has a larger 
diameter on one side than the other. Both lips on the tire have smooth outboard surfaces. The 
Lemmerz patent discloses no special configuration of tire. 

Thus, the Lemmerz patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire! wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 
U.S. Patent No. 3-842,882 To Gough 

The Gough patent , is directed to a tire with sidewalls of unequal length. The wheel 
illustrated in the Gough patent has inboard and outboard lips of approximately the same height 
The wall of the barrel in the wheel is uneven so that it produced a different diameter on each side 
of the wheel. The inboard diameter is larger than the outboard diameter. See column 2, lines 
34-38. The tire disclosed by the Gough patent has no structure to accommodate an extended 
wheel flange. See Figure 1. s 

Thus, the Gough patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "the widths of the outboard and inboard tire walls being approximately the same" and 
"an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat formed on at 
least the outboard tire wall" and "the distance between the tread and the inner diameter of the 
outboard tire wall being about the Same as the distance between the tread and the inner diameter 
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of the inboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with a flange seat" as 
recited in Claim 31. j 
U.S. Patent No. 3.857.429 To Edwards 

The Edwards patent is directed to a pneumatic tire provided with beads each shaped to 
have heel and toe portions. See Figures 4-15. The sidewalls of the tires disclosed by the 
Edwards patent are smooth. ; 

Thus, the Edwards patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tireiwall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 lj. 
TJ.S. Patent No. 3.865.170 To Mitchell 

The Mitchell patent is directed to a two-part wheel assembly and sealing ring. The patent 
discloses a wheel for use with conventional pneumatic tires. See Figures 1 and 3. 

Thus, the Mitchell patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire: wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31 
U.S. Patent No. 3.974.870 To Watts 

The Watts patent is directed to a tire with sidewalls of unequal length. The wheel 
illustrated in the Watts patent has inboard and outboard lips of approximately the same width and 
the surface of the lips are smooth. jSee Figure 1 (Component 19 and 20). The wall of the barrel 
in the wheel is uneven so it will produce a different diameter on each side of the wheel. The tire 
disclosed in the Watts patent has no structure to accommodate an extended wheel flange. See 

Figure 1. j 

Thus, the Watts patent failsito disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "the widths of die outboard and inboard tire walls being approximately the same" and 
"an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat formed on at 
least the outboard tire wall" and "the distance between the tread and the inner diameter of the 
outboard tire wall being about the sams as the distance between the tread and the inner diameter 
of the inboard tire wall" as recited ^n Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with a flange seat" as 
recited in Claim 31. i 

j ... 
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U.S. Patent No. 3.9 99J588 To Mitchell 

The Mitchell patent is directed to a split rim assembly, the one-half upper rim being 
furnished with both bead seating portions. The tire disclosed in the Mitchell patent has no 
structure to accommodate an extended wheel flange. See Figures 1 and 2. 

Thus, the Mitchell patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 

formed on at least the outboard tire: wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 

i 

a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31;. 
U.S. Patent No. 4,124 .679 To DeWitt 

The DeWitt patent is directed to a method of building a tire with unequal bead diameters 

i 

to be mounted on a wheel with an Uneven barrel wall. The wheel illustrated in the DeWitt patent 
have inboard and outboard hps of approximately the same width and the surfaces of the hps are 
sealed. See Figure 1 (Components' 19 and 20). The outer walls of the DeWitt tire are smooth. 
See Figures 1-3. j 

Thus, the DeWitt patent M\s to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "the widths of the outboard and inboard tire walls being approximately the same" 
and "an outboard tire wall having a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat formed 
on at least the outboard tire wall" atad 4t the distance between the tread and the inner diameter of 
the outboard tire wall being about the same as the distance between the tread and the inner 
diameter of the inboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with a flange 
seat" as recited in Claim 31. j 
TJ.S. Patent No. 4.153.302 To Bas^ 

The Bass patent is directed! to a "motor vehicle safety wheel." The wheel includes an 

enlarged flange on one side. See Figures 1-3 of Bass. The tire disclosed in the Bass patent is a 

i 

conventional tire with smooth sides!. See Figures 1 and 3. 

Thus, the Bass patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall haying ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire, wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 

i 

i 

j -ll- 
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1T.S. Patent No. 4 -31 6.637 To Reynolds 

The Reynolds patent is directed to a composite aluminum wheel for use with a pneumatic 

i 

tire. The Reynolds patent does not disclose a specific tire configuration. 

Thus, the Reynolds patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 

the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 

i 

formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3ll 
IIS. Patent No. 4J365.659 To Yoshida 

The Yoshida patent discloses a pneumatic safety tire. This reference was discussed in.the 
remarks filed with the present application. The Yoshida patent was the subject of an office 
action in a related case as discussed in the remarks. The Yoshida tire is installed on a 
conventional wheel rim, and has a cjurved outer surface with a step-up near the outer periphery of 
the tire wall. The Yoshida patent does not contemplate creating the appearance of a 
larger-diameter wheel mounted within a low-profile tire. 

Thus, the Yoshida patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "a substantially horizontal ledge" and a "flange seat being configured to receive a 
wheel flange for creating the appearance of a larger diameter wheel mounted within a low-profile 

tire" as recited in Claim 1; "wherein the width of the flange seat is between about one-quarter 

i 

and about one-half as large as tie width of the outboard tire wall, the flange seat being 
configured to receive a flange with jan outboard face attached to a wheel mounted within the tire 
without obscuring the outboard face of the flange" as recited in Claim 19; and "wherein at least a 
portion of the outboard tire wall in a region positioned radially outwardly from the flange seat 
extends further in the outboard direction than any portion of the tire wall in the flange seat" as 
recited in Claim 31. J 
IIS. Patent No. 4.466.670 To Kaii 

The Kaji patent is directed to a three-piece wheel for vehicle tires. The patent does not 
disclose any particular tire configuration. 

Thus, the Kaji patent fails tjo disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall haying ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 

a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 

i 

i -12- 
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i 

U.S. Patent No- 4,486^59 To Irie | 

The Me patent is directed jto a bead lock device. The patent does not disclose any 
particular tire configuration. 

Thus, the Irie fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the claims: 
"an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat formed on at 
least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with a flange seat" 
as recited in Claim 31- 
U.S. Patent No. 4.533.183 To Gant 

The Gant patent is directed to assemblies for protecting military vehicles from "enemy 
small arms fire." See column 1, lines 1 1-13. The wheel includes an extended outer wall 26 with 
a smooth outer surface, having no ! structure to accommodate an extended wheel flange. That 
surface has no structure to accommodate an extended wheel flange. See, e^g., Figure 2. See 
column 3, lines 62 and 63. The ipatent also describes a possible use for the invention with 
folding tires. See Figures 7 and 8. The wheels disclosed by the Gant patent are conventional and 
have no structure to accommodate an extended wheel flange. 

Thus, the Gant patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 

claims: "an outboard tire wall haying ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 

i 

formed on at least the outboard tire! wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . 
U.S. Patent No- 4^674.549 to Bush 1 

The Bush patent is directed to a wheel with a.bead lock device. The patent appears to 

i 

show a conventional type of tire. 

Thus, the Bush patent fails, to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire; wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 
ILS. Patent No, 4.709,738 to Goodell 

The Goodell patent is directed to a bead lock: for pneumatic tires. The Goodell patent 
does not disclose any particular tire| configuration. 

Thus, the Goodell patent fatils to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall 'having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 

-13- 
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formed on at least the outboard tire.jwall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 l.j ! 
U.S. Patent No. 4/747.440 to Holmes 

The Holmes patent is directed to a bead retenjtion means. The outer walls of the tire 
disclosed by the Holmes patent are stnooth. 

Thus, the Holmes patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seal 
formed on at least the outboard tire jwall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 j 
ILS. Patent No. 4,770,220 to Mori 

The Mori patent is directed to a high-strength - three-piece wheel The patent does not 
disclose a particular tire configuration. 

Thus, the Mori patent fails tlo disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 

1 i 

claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire jwall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 



a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 j *j 

U.S. Patent No. 4,797.987 to Bush j 

The Bush patent is directed to a method of assembling a bead lock device and pneumatic 

tire. The patent does not disclose ady particular configuration of tine. 

Thus, the Bush patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 

claims: "an outboard tire wall haling ... a flange se ! at" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 

formed on at least the outboard tire (wair as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 

i : 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1; 

U S. Patent No. 4.997.235 to Braungart 

The Braungart patent is directed to a two-part wheel rim apparatus. The patent does not 

disclose any particular configuratioil for the walls of a tire. 

Thus, the Braungart patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 

the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 

formed on at least the outboard tirelwalT as recited in (Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 

a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 h j 
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U.S. Patent No. 5,000,241 to Patecell 

The Patecell patent is directed to a unitary bead-lock and run-flap roller support ring for 
pneumatic tires on two-part wheels. The pateit does not disclose any particular tire wall 
configuration. j j 

Thus, the Patecell patent fails to disclose 6r suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: d"an outboard tire wall jhaving ... a fljange seat' 5 as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire jwalT as recited in Glaim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 1 
U.S. Patent No, 5.018,566 to Thorii j 

The Thoni patent is directed to a multi-part bolted steel rim with an O-ring seal. The 
patent does not disclose any particulLr configuration of tiie. 

Thus, the Thoni patent fails jto disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 

claims: "an outboard tire wall haling ... a flan'ge seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 

i 

formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 ll i 
U.S. Patent No, 5,092,661 To Mevers j 



The Meyers patent is directed to a wheel wjith a "tire lateral support." The wheel includes 
a rim bead flange '"preferably on thej inboard side of the wheel" column 2, lines 42-43, The 
flange may include large notches 28- or slots 32 throughjwhich the prior wall is visible. See Figs. 
5 and 9. The tire disclosed by the Meyers patent is a conventional tire with smooth side walls. 

Thus; the Meyers patent fails to disclose j>r suggest at least the following limitations of 

i i 

the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 

wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 



formed on at least the outboard tire 

i 

a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. j 
U.S. Patent 5,273.599 To Adachi 

The Adachi patent is directed to a bead I6t apparatus and method The patent does not 
disclose a particular configuration of a tire. 

Thus, the Adachi patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall laving ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 



formed on at least the outboard tire 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31 



wall" as recited in Claim 1 9; and "an outboard tire wall with 
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Thus, the Brown patent fails 



U.S. Patent No . S.301.728 To Brown, Jr. j 

The Brown patent is directed to a "dual bead diameter tire." The wheel illustrated in the 
Brown patent have inboard and clutboard lips of approximately the same height. The tire 
disclosed by the Brown patent has no structure to ac&ommodate an extended wheel flange. 

to disclose or (suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims^Hhe widths of the outboard and inboard tire walls being approximately the same'* and "an 
outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1 ; "a flange seat formed on at least 
the outboard tire wall" and "the distance between the tread and the inner diameter of the outboard 
tire wall being about the same as the distance between the tread and the inner diameter of the 
inboard tire wall" as recited in Claixjn 19; and "an butboard tire wall with a flange seat" as recited 
in Claim 31. 

U.S. Patent No. 5.350.220 To AtwelL Jr. j 

The Atwell patent is directed to a vehicle with balanced weights. The patent does not 
disclose a particular configuration ojf the tire. j 



Thus, the Atwell patent fails! to disclose or|suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim I; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 

a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. j 

i 

U.S. Patent No. 5.354,405 To Byerley j 

The Byerley patent is directed to a bead l!ot drum for use in the manufacture of vehicle 

tires The bead lot drum can be useil to permit the use of a single drum for making various width 

I i 

tires of a given rim size. The |Byerley patent does not disclose a tire with a particular 
configuration. j j 

Thus, the Byerley patent fails to disclose jor suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 



formed on at least the outboard tire 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . 
U.S. Patent No. 5.429.422 To Baldi 



wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 



I 



The Baldi patent is directetj to a vehicle yheef with a rim offset from the axis rotation. 
The tire disclosed by the Baldi application has no structure to accommodate an extended wheel 



flange. 



-Id 
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Thus, the Baldi patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ...a flan'ge seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recitdd in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. j 
U.S Patent No. 5.435,629 To Suzuki 

The Suzuki patent is directed to a three-piece wheel with a sealing rim. The patent 
discloses several configurations of three-piece ] wheels* but does not disclose a particular 
configuration for a tire. j 

Thus, the Suzuki patent fails to disclose or' suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flarige seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 
U.S. Patent No . 5.505,803 To Bverlev 

The Byerley patent is directed to a bead lot drum used in the manufacture of vehicle tires. 
The patent does not disclose a particular tire confijguration. 

Thus, the Byerley patent finis to disclose ior suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims; "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; *a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tinl wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 
XLS. Patent No. 5.531.508 To BelL III 



The Bell patent is directed 



to a 'tire guaH" detachably connected to a wheel. The tire 



guard is a flat disk which holds near its center through! which bolts are passed to secure the guard 

The inner and outer lips of the wheel are approximately the 



to the central hub. See Figure 1. 



same size. See id The tire disclosed in the Bell patent is a conventional tire with no structure^ 
accommodate an extended wheel fl inge. , 

Thus, the Bell patent fails 10 disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
'an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 



claims: 



J 



I 



formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 
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U.S. Patent No. 5.533.793 To Walker 



The Walker patent relates to agricultural wheelsjfor use with row crop planters and grain 
grills. The Walker patent addresses the "problems associated with unintended soil movement 
prevalent with present day wheel assemblies used on tow crop planters and the grain grills and 
the problems associated with dirt a!nd filtration betwee'h the tires and wheel assemblies." See 
column 2, lines 15-19. The tire disclosed in the Walker patent includes an offset lip 30 
"protruding outwardly from the tir s proper." See column 5, lines 5-6; Figure 3. The offset 
lip 30 does not seat against the wheel, but protrudes jfreely without seating against anything. 
Furthermore, the offset lip 30 extends to a diameteir that approximately equals the largest 
diameter of the tire. In addition, the width between the (inner diameter and the outer periphery of 
the outboard tire wall appears to be larger than 'the width between the inner diameter and the 



outer periphery of the inboard tire wall. 

Thus, the Walker patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "the widths of the outsoard and inboard tire walls being approximately the same" 
and "a substantially horizontal led©*" as recited in Claim 1; "wherein the width of the flange seat 
is between about one-quarter and about one-half as lar^e as the width of the outboard tire wall" 
as recited in Claim 19; and "wherein at least a portion of the outboard tire wall in a region 
positioned radially outwardly from the flange seat extends further in the outboard direction than 
any portion of the tire wall in the flange seat" as recitedjin Claim 3 1 . 
U.S. Patent No- 3.391.282 To Wetler j j; 

The Weber patent is directed to a tire anld vehicle system using an asymmetric support 

! 

member molded to a tire sidewall. The tire disclosed in the Weber patent has no structure to 

I ! l ! 

accommodate an extended wheel flange appearing to be inset within the tire. 

Thus, the Weber patent fails to disclose or! suggkt at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall halving ... a flange s&tt" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire' wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 
U.S. Patent No. 5.620.235 To Janns 



He ,*m paKn. is » . wbee! a*. U^combinadoo wherri, to inboard aid. of 

the wheel has an extended flange. See column 3, Jines 11-20; column 9, lines 1 1-14. 
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Thus, the Janus patent fails 1 o disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
Claims: "the widths of the outboard and inboard |tire walls being approximately the same" and 
"an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat formed on at 
least the outboard tire wall" and "the distance between; the tread and the inner diameter of the 
outboard tire wall being about the same as the distance between the tread and the inner diameter 
of the inboard tire wall" as recited ia Claim 19; and "ari'outboard tire wall with a flange seat" as 
recited in Claim 31.. 

IJ.S. Patent No. 6.024.415 To Stacb j 



The Stach patent is directed to a wheel or motor vehicle and a method of making the 
wheel. The wheel has hollow spokes. The patent does; not disclose a particular configuration of 

a tire. : 

Thus, the Stach patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. ; 
U.S. Patent No. 6.109.701 To Budnik 



The Budnik patent is directed to a vehicle wheel ;with a particular configuration of spikes. 
See Figs. 1, 3 and 4. The patent does not disclose;a particular configuration of tire. 

Thus, the Budnik patent fails to disclose 'or suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 
U.S. Patent No. 6.254.194 T o Capouellez 

The Capouellez patent is directed to a detachable disk mounted on the outboard side of a 
wheel to reduce its "thermal signature" in military applications. The inboard Up has a larger 
diameter than the outboard lip. See Figure 1 . Thb tire disclosed in this patent has no structure to 
accommodate an extended wheel flange. See Figures 1 ! and 4. 

Thus, the Capouellez patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations 
of the claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a iQange Iseat" as recited in Claim 1 ; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31. 
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IIS* Patent No. 6^57,675 To LevJaert 



The Leynaert parent is direc 
movement between the hubcap and 



;ed to a hubcap fastened to a wheel so as to prevent relative 
the wheel in the axial direction, while allowing the hubcap 
and wheel assembly to rotate relative to the wheel S^e column 1, lines 56-59. The tire and 
wheel assembly disclosed by Leyneart does not resemble a low profile tire mounted on a large 
diameter wheel. 

Thus, the Leynaert patent fails to disclose ior suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "an outboard tire wall Living ...a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1|. ; ; 

Thus, the Leynaert patent fails to disclose jor suggest at least the following limitations of 
the claims: "a substantially hoii2ontal ledge" an : d a "flange seat being configured to receive a 
wheel flange for creating the appearance of a larger diameter wheel mounted within a low-profile 
tire" as recited in Claim 1; "the flarge seat being configured to receive a flange with an outboard 
face attached to a wheel mounted within the tiije without obscuring the outboard face of the 

flange" as recited in Claim 19; and '"wherein at j least 'a portion of the outboard tire wall in a 

I 

region positioned radially outwardly from the: flange seat extends further in the outboard 
direction than any portion of the tire wall in the flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . 
US. Patent No. 6313366 To Post 



The Post patent is directed to a multi-piece safety vehicle wheel assembly. The patent 

: i 

does not disclose a particular configuration of tire; 

Thus, the Post patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 
US. Patent No. 631&428 To Lo 

The Lo patent appears to be directed to a bicycle tire that can be used with or without an 
inner tube. See column 1, line 55 and column 2, lines 32-33. The tire has a rubber seal 
member 13 that permits the tire to >e used without an mner tube. Figures 3 and 4. The tire 
has very wide inboard and outboard beads, but no structure to accommodate an extended wheel 
flange. See, e.g. , Figure 4. 
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Thus, the Lo patent fails to 



disclose or suggest; at least the following limitations of the 



claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat!' as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 . i 
U.S. Patent No. 6325.462 To Hummel ] 



The Hummel patent is directed to a motor vehicle wheel having hollow spokes. The 



patent does not disclose a particular 



configuration 'of tire. 



Thus, the Hummel patent fails to disclose jor suggest at least the following limitations of 



the claims: "an outboard tire wall 
formed on at least the outboard tire 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31 
U.S. Patent N o. 6-457.501 To Ball 



laving ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 



The Ball patent is directed 



one-half as large as the width of: 
receive a flange with an outboard 



to a rim with a reduced flange height. The Ball tire has a 
curved outer surface with a step-u } near the outer periphery of the tire wall, and two circular 
protrusions near the inner diameters of the inboard and outboard tire walls, 

ose or suggest at least the following limitations of the claims: 
a substantially horizontal ledge" and a "flange seat being configured to receive a wheel flange 
for creating the appearance of a larger diameter wheel mounted within a low-profile tire" as 
recited in Claim 1; "wherein the width of the flanjge seat is between about one-quarter and about 

the outboard jtire Wall, the flange seat being configured to 

i 

face attached to a wheel mounted within the tire without 
obscuring the outboard face of the flange" as recited injClaim 19; and "wherein at least a portion 
of the outboard tire wall in a region positioned radially outwardly from the flange seat extends 
further in the outboard direction thjan any portion) of the tire wall in the flange seat" as recited in 



Claim 31 

U.S. Patent No . 6.527.346 To Chen 



I 



The Chen patent is directed to a vehicle wheel Iwith a removable wheel rim. The patent 
discloses a device sized and shaped to simulate the look of a bead lot vehicle wheel. The patent 
does not disclose a particular tire configuration. 



Thus, the Chen patent fails] 



to disclose or 



suggest at least the following limitations of the 



! | 

claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
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formed on at least the outboard tire wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 



a flange seat" as recited in Claim 



im 3 it 



U,S. Patent No. 6,547,34] To Griffin 



The Griffin patent is directdd to a wheel with a bhemical bond between a disk and a rim. 

hold the two rim pieces together. The patent 



:i 

The chemical bond removes a need for a bolt to 
does not disclose a particular configuration of tire. 

Thus, the Griffin patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall having ... a flarJge seat?' as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 
formed on at least the outboard tire' wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3 1 - j ' j 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No, U.S. 2002/0079735 T o Hazelwood 



The Hazelwood patent is directed to a rim 



outside of a wheel and partially: 



formed on at least the outboard tire 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3i 
PCT Application Publication No, 



extension device. The device screws on to the 



obscures the outer; tire wall. See Figure 1. The patent 



application does not discuss a particular tire configuration. Tire 72 appears to be conventional. 

Thus, the Hazelwood patent fails to disclose orjsuggest at least the following limitations 
of the claims: "an outboard tire wall having . „ a flange! seat" as recited in Claim 1 ; "a flange seat 



wall" as recii 



itid in Ci; 



aim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 



WO 01/08905 To Pompier 



The Pompier application is" directed to a rim and a supporting element designed to help 
the wheel run flat. The patent does hot disclose a particular configuration of pneumatic tire. 



Thus, the Pompier application fails to 
limitations of the claims: "an outboard tire wall 

the outboard tire 



"a flange seat formed on at least 
tire wall with a flange seat" as recitfed in Claim 3 1 . 
German Patent No. DE 39 04 804 

The 4 804 patent document lis directed to a rimj design having an inner diameter greater 
than the outboard diameter. The patent document does not disclose a particular tire 



disciose or suggest at least the following 
having]... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; 
wall? as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard 



configuration. 



i.i 

L 



Thus, the '804 patent document fails to disclose or suggest at least the following 

having! ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; 



limitations of the claims: 



"an outboard tire wall 
-22 
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outboard tire 



wall" as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard 



IS 



"a flange seat formed on at least the 

tire wall with a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31, 

European Patent No. 0 587 053 j 

The '053 patent is directed ;to a rim for \^els| having an outer rim flange that extends 

"further outwards radially from theWabutment face the inner rim flange." $£§ column 5, 

J | i 

lines 29-31. The wheel is installed ion a conventional tire- 

Thus, the C 0S3 patent fails h disclose or Suggest jet least the following limitations of the 
cl aims : "an outboard tire wall haviig a wheel protector and a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; 



949 7609502 

l j 

1 1 

! i 

j 4 



T-Q48 P. 024/025 F-75S 



:thJ 



wall"! as recited in Claim 19; and "an outboard 



"a flange seat formed on at least thd outboard tire 
tire wall with a flange seat" as recited in Claim 31 
Jananese Patent 07/232507 A 

The Japanese application relates to an asymmetrical wheel and tire combination with 

The outboard tire wall of the tire 



improved cushioning properties. gee > e.g. Paragraph 5. 
disclosed by the Japanese application is shorter than the iiiboard tire wall 

Thus, the Japanese application fails to disdose cjrJsuggest at least the following 
limitations of the claims: either "an 



outboard tire Jvall hiving a bead" or "a flange seat, and 

j i 

being Approximately the same" as recited in 



"the widths of the outboard and inboard tire walls 1 

Claim 1; "the distance between the: tread and the iiner diameter of the outboard tire wall being 
about the same as the distance between the tread and the inner diameter of the inboard tire walT 
as recited in Claim 19; and either a outboard tire wall with a flange seat" or "an outboard 
bead " and "wherein at least a portion of the outboard ti re wall in a region positioned radially 

i i 

outwardly from the flange seat extends further in the outijoaid direction than any portion of the 
tire wall in the flange seat" as recited in Claim 31 
U.S. Patent No - 2.410.174 To Lvo'n 

The Lyon patent is directecjj to a cover assembly for a wheel. The cover disclosed in this 
patent does not abut the tire. SfiS figures 2, 3 and! 4. 

to disclose or 



Thus, the Lyon patent fails! 



formed on at least the outboard tins 
a flange seat" as recited in Claim 3j 



suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "an outboard tire wall living ... a flange seat" as recited in Claim 1; "a flange seat 

i wall" as recited in tlaim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with 

i .i 
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The '884 patent is directed t<^> an asymmetrical tije; 



■e; The point of maximum tire diameter 
is offset to the inboard side of the functioning whejel. See column 2, lines 17-20. The '884 



patent does not disclose use with a particular configuration of wheel rim. 

Thus, the c 884 patent fails to disclose or suggest at least the following limitations of the 
claims: "the widths of the outboaijd and inboard tire walls being approximately the same" and 
"an outboard tire wall having ... a jjlange seat" as recitejd in Claim 1; "a flange seat formed on at 
least the outboard tire wall" and "the distance between the tread and the inner diameter of the 
outboard tire wall being about the slme as the dis 



ice between the tread and the inner diameter 



of the inboard tire wall" as recited k Claim 19; and "an outboard tire wall with a flange seat" as 
recited in Claim 31. 

CQNCLtJSION 



Applicant respectfully submits that all of jthe requirements under 37 C.F.R. § 1,102 and 



M.P.E.P. § 708.02 (Vm) have been 



requests that this Petition be granted. The references do^not anticipate or render obvious any of 
the embodiments of the wheel cl] rimed in the present! Application. Accordingly, Applicant 
respectfully requests expedited allowance of the claims.) ] 

Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBEj MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



Dated: I*-/ I / Of 



PMN-1380 
113004 



satisfied to mjake a 



present Application special and therefore 



By 
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Paiil N. Conover 
Registration No. 44,087 
Attorney of Record 
Customer No. 20,995 
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